


Archaeological paths

Guide and historical introduction

Introduction

This guide is intended for those who would like to immerse themselves in the archaeological wealth of S’lllot - Sa Coma. It shows the way to all
the talaiots, navetas, sanctuaries, etc. to all the monuments left to us by different cultures over the course of the millennia.

When visiting these sights, you will also be able to experience the landscape and the rich popular architecture of the region. Moreover, the book
offers a brief outline of the monuments and the civilisations by which they were created.

History

The first inhabitants

The first signs of a human presence on Majorca date back to the fifth millennium BC. We owe this information to findings of bones of a species
of goat (myotragus), suggesting that people attempted to domesticate this species. However, this attempt seems to have failed, and the species
was died out. We do not know a lot about the activities of these early inhabitants: they may have been primary herdsmen and farmers, living from
hunting and gathering. The first traces of human life on the island can be found in the Northwest of its mountain chain in the form of a cave and a
rocky outcrop. It would appear that this area served as a living, burial and ritual space for the population. However, no architectural remains have
been found in this area.

As far as the excavated objects are concerned, the first fact that has to be taken into account is the absence of clay vessels. Hence this period was
known as the Neolithic Age without pottery. The artefacts found are rather simple and include a bone graver, a few hand mills made of stone, and
crude silex splinters. However, these objects are sufficient to give us an insight into the lives of the first people who managed to cross the sea and
reach the island.



The Pre-talayotic culture

The development of the pre-Talayotic culture covers the period from the third millennium to the second half of the second millennium BC. The
period can be divided into three stages, and is dominated by the beginnings of architecture and pottery as well as economically by agriculture and
livestock breeding.

Pre-talaYotic period |

This period started at the beginning of the third millennium BC and ended about the beginning of the second millennium BC. The results of
excavations at the rocky outcrop of Son Matge are the only evidence of the existence of this period. This site is located in the district of
Valldemossa, and has contributed to the full sequence of Majorquin prehistory. The oldest remains were found in the lower layers, and it was
possible to trace back human activities up to the Roman age. In this period, people built walls encircling the entire housing area. The artefacts
excavated are still very simple, and are limited to hand-crafted, pot-shaped and narrow-mouthed clay vessels lacking any decoration. The scarce
data available does not allow us to draw any further conclusions. Nevertheless, we may assume that hunting and gathering were very important
activities for survival. The resources gained from these activities were complemented by those resulting from the beginning of agriculture and
livestock breeding, typical of the late Neolithic Age.

Pre-talayotic period Il

As far as burial customs are concerned, collective burials in natural caves continued to be practised. Only in Son Baul6 (Muro) do we find a
megalith grave.

Of the goods and chattels of the time, the pottery with carved decorations imitating geometrical forms is most remarkable. Metal objects are
closely related to clay vessels, and indicate the beginning of a copper and bronze industry, such as the manufacturing of gravers with wooden
handles. As for the stone industry, silex knives with one or two blades are particularly remarkable.

The Pre-talayotic period Il

Culturally the period between 1700 and 1300 BC belongs to the early and middle Bronze Age. Changes in materials and building styles took
place during this period. The most noticeable element is the naveta, a large construction with a length of approximately 15 to 20 metres, straight
walls, an apsidal finish and a roof made of timbers supporting stone slabs and clay. These buildings formed large complexes, which can be found
throughout the island.



As for burial customs, new aspects were introduced. Apart from collective graves, artificial caves were constructed for the first time. At times,
these caves served as important burial places. Despite this innovation, rocky outcrops and natural caves continued to be used.

As for objects, clay vessels with carved decorations disappeared, and minor changes of shape took place. The production of metal objects
including triangular daggers, spearheads, gravers, etc. increased. This increase in metal production took place at the expense of the stone
industry.

The talayotic culture

Around the 14th century BC, another civilisation reached the island, bringing with it a radical change in material and social aspects. The
Talayotic culture influenced the Cyclops wall architecture and was closely related to other architectonic expressions of the Western
Mediterranean (Sardinia’s Nuraghi culture, Corsica’s Torreana culture and Minorca’s Talayotic culture).

The switch from the equitable society that characterised the pre-Talayotic culture to a hierarchical one is of paramount importance. This aspect is
also reflected in architecture, where large buildings clearly defensive in nature started to be built. Control and a clear classification of manpower
resources were required for this kind of construction work. At the same time, these constructions reflect the society’s martial development by
means of a marked increase in the use of metal for offensive and defensive purposes.

The increased control over the region also led to the valorisation of soils and a possible increase in productivity. The cultivation of grain can be
archaeologically demonstrated by the carbonised grains and the numerous hand mills found in the region. Livestock breeding was also practised,
as evidenced by numerous findings of the bones of pigs, cattle, sheep and goats. Wild bird hunting, fishing as well as shellfish and crop
collecting provided an additional source of food.

As far as the religion of the Talayotic people is concerned, due to the lack of any evidence, it is difficult to find out about it in the beginnings of
the civilisation. However, in the last period of the culture, a panoramic change occurred with the appearance of representations indicating that a
double cult was practised: the use of the bull as a symbol of fertility and power, and the worship of martial gods. Moreover, horseshoe-shaped
and square rooms were created, which have been identified as sanctuaries.

As for burial customs, collective burial continued to be practised during the entire period. In the course of time, some changes in this kind of
burial occurred. From the sixth century BC, these changes become more noticeable, particularly with respect to the arrangement of the sepulchres
and burial systems.

A clear and fundamental development in architectural and material culture as well as in the ritual aspects can be identified when exploring the
1400 years of existence of the Talayotic culture. The civilisation came to its end when the Romans conquered the island in 123 BC.



Talayotic period |

The most important feature of this period is the talaiot, which gave the culture its name. Talaiots are truncated conical-shaped or pyramidal
towers, with walls about two metres thick, consisting of upstanding, mighty and crude stone blocks on the exterior. The interior of the wall is
piled up with smaller stones and the space between the stones filled with debris. The tower could be accessed through a small corridor, which
was usually located in the lower part and provided access to a small chamber. In the centre of this chamber there was a pillar consisting of a pile
of large, flat stone blocks. The most striking characteristic of the pillar can often be found in its circumference, due to the fact that the lower part
was built of smaller blocks, whereas the upper part consisted of a single large stone block. The talaiots were covered with cap stones, which can
still be discerned in some monuments. Still, other forms of roofing, such as timbers or false cupolas, cannot be excluded. Talaiots with an upper
storey were also built.

Groups of talaiots and also single talaiots were erected at the beginning of the Talayotic culture. In both cases, one or more outbuildings were
attached to the talaiot in a circular configuration.

The appearance of large construction sites enclosed by walls is an important milestone in the architectonic development of the period. Whilst
some of these sites were newly constructed, others were created by constructing an enclosing wall around existing groups of buildings. It has not
been possible to obtain any precise chronological data for these constructions, but they seem to date from the early stages of the civilisation. The
ground plan of such enclosed settlements is more or less circular.

During this period, caves and natural shelters served as burial places. Collective burial was the usual method of disposing of the dead. It was also
customary to bury the dead together with burial objects, such as clay vessels, pendants and, more rarely, bronze objects or weapons.

The material culture of this era is characterised by its simplicity. Qualitatively, pottery was the most important handicraft. The clay vessels
produced can be divided in eleven different types and broadly categorised into three main profiles: pot-shaped, bowl-shaped and narrow-
mouthed. The clay vessels used as burial objects are shaped in the same manner as coarse pottery, but are smaller. The surfaces are rarely
decorated, and decoration is limited to graved dotted patterns, carved lines, and fingernail imprints on the neck and shoulder areas.

As far as the manufacture of bronze objects was concerned, swords with pommels as well as arrowheads and spearheads point to belligerent
activities taking place during this period. Other bronze objects include axes and chisels as well as pectorals, belts and bracelets for personal use.
Animal bones were used for making gravers and buttons, whereas stones were used for making hand mills, pestles and mortars.

It is likely that other crafts were also practised, but if so they did not leave any traces. For example, weaving may have been an important
economic activity, but only lumps of clay containing fabrics of dwarf palm tree fibres support this assumption.

Talayotic period Il

Changes in the Talayotic culture were caused by a variety of factors. As early as at the beginning of the eighth century BC, the use of iron was
introduced, and had most influence on weaponry. However, no changes could be observed in economic and social activities.



The foundation of the Phoenician settlement on Ibiza influenced the Talayotic culture, which slowly changed in some respects.

The integration of new construction shapes buildings with square and circular ground plans and porticoed rooms spelled the end of the Talayotic
building style. Talayotic towns gradually incorporated the new buildings, and finally new settlements were created which no longer had
enclosing walls or talaiots. These new constructions were nothing more than outbuildings, where neither paths nor any other kind of organisation
existed.

In the seventh century BC, a new burial system was introduced: burial with lime. This new habit continued to take place in caves and natural
shelters. However, artificial caves were also built, which often had free-standing pillars and lateral niches. As time went on, other burial systems,
such as wooden coffins and clay or stone urns, were introduced.

Around the fifth century BC, an accelerated process of cultural change began. At first, Punic influences left their mark, and later, irrevocably, the
Romans also influenced the culture.

Due to the introduction and production of a considerable number of artefacts, this new situation significantly influenced the material culture.
Pottery shapes changed, adapting to new customs and imitating the style of imported vessels. New ritual objects made of metal, animal bone and
glass made a striking contrast to the simplicity of previous periods. Metal figures representing warriors, bulls and doves suggest that their
creators were driven by deep religious feelings. Objects such as necklaces, bracelets, pendants and pectorals were included in graves. Little bells
and disks became popular as rituals of purification and dying.

S'lllot

The prehistoric town of S’lllot can be described as a Talayotic settlement encircled by walls located only a few metres from the sea. The
settlement’s terrain is almost plain, the flat bay offers easy and convenient access to the sea. In former times, this area was marshland. From an
architectonic point of view, the site comprises a circular talaiot with an outbuilding in the northwest part as well as an enclosing wall including
approximately thirty different rooms.

One part of the settlement, the central monument to be precise, was excavated between 1960 and 1970 by researchers from the German
university of Marburg. During these excavations, a nucleus with irregularly shaped rooms was discovered. These rooms often had a square
ground plan and rounded finishes. They are attached to the talaiot in a random manner. The talaiot also has a square ground plan and towers
above the whole construction. This main talaiot has not maintained its original characteristics; today it is hard to identify because the settlement
was modified and enlarged in later periods. The kidney-shaped chamber, attached to the main talaiot on the southeast side, is another outstanding
building. Underneath this construction, there is an underground corridor leading to a freshwater lake.

Directly to the south of this core construction, there are two horseshoe-shaped rooms facing each other, with an entrance on the wall side. These
buildings were sanctuaries. Though not excavated here in S’Illot, the results of excavations of other constructions have showed that these
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